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replaced by complete Scuole Complementari e Normally every
Normal School was to have an elementary school and a kinder-
garten attached. The importance and dignity of these schools
was emphasized a few days later by a law putting the teachers
of the Scuole Complementari e Normali on the same level as those
of the ' Gymnasiums' and Lyceums. In order to increase the
number of male teachers, who were becoming too small a propor-
tion in comparison with women, special Corsi Magistrali were
started in many places where there existed isolated * Gymnasiums'
('Gymnasiums' without the corresponding Lyceums).
The recruitment of teachers for elementary schools was not
facilitated by the financial side of the teaching profession, so long
as the salaries suggested by the law of 1859 were not substan-
tially increased. If it was comparatively easy to find girls ready
to accept wages of little more than a pound a month, since it was
practically the only way for them to earn anything at all, boys
were deterred by such prospects, even if their rates were higher
by one-third. Moreover, many communes did not respect the
minimum imposed by the law, so that the better teachers avoided
appointments in badly paid localities; the more so when the
decree of 1862 legalized this practice. In 1865, however, the
communes were called upon to keep to the minimum; in 1876 an
increase of 10 per cent in the wages was granted; in 1866 and in
1878 a scheme for old-age pensions was put into force; still
higher increases followed, until the Credaro law of 1911 gave
the teachers the feeling that they were, from the financial point
of view, something better than the outcasts of society.
Until 1888 the elementary schools consisted of four forms at
most; children who had attended two forms with satisfactory
results were in most cases released from their obligations, and
those whose families wanted them to stay at school longer than
four years and had no opportunity of sending them either to
Technical Schools or to * Gymnasiums', had to join, during the
supplementary period, the children of the fourth form. The
general regulation for primary education issued by Minister
Boselli in 1888 extended the lower course to three forms, and no
child was to leave school before that period, while the examina-
tion for admission to the secondary schools was to be taken after
the fifth form. In 1904 a further step was taken; the law of 8 July
ordered some communes and invited others to set up a sixth
form. This one, together with the fifth instituted in 1888,
formed the Scuola Popolare\ a solution was thus attempted for
the problem of having a longer period of elementary instruction
for those classes whose children were not supposed to go on to
secondary schools. Admission to these, on the other hand, was